
A Timeless Message 
From Paul the Missionary 

Acts 20:16-38 
  

1. PAUL’S APPROACH 
 
“…the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others.”   

2 Timothy 2:2 (NIV) 
A. Invest in reliable people 
  
B. Equip them to ________________________ 
  
C. Are needy people around me MY responsibility? 
  

2. PAUL’S TESTIMONY 
 
“You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia.”                                                             
Acts 20:18 (NIV) 

 
A. Do my actions give me a platform for __________________?    
   
B. Will the way I live my life make others want to hear what I say? 
  

3. PAUL’S HEART 
 
“…I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish 
opponents.”                  Acts 20:19 (NIV) 

 
A. Paul viewed himself as ________________________ 
   

“…when you have done everything you were told to do, [you] should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done 
our duty.”                 Luke 17:10 (NIV) 
 
“…what is highly valued among men is detestable in God’s sight.”           

 Luke 16:15 (NIV) 
 
“…many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.”           

Matthew 19:30 (NIV) 
  

B. Do I feel like I deserve ______________________________? 
 
 
 
 
4. PAUL’S ENDURANCE 
 

A. Paul knew he needed “severe testing” (v. 19): 
a. To strengthen his faith 
b. To protect him from the dangerous pride in his heart 
c. To prove the purity of his motives 

   
B. Paul was tempted to _________________________________ 

 
“One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.’ ”                                                          
Acts 18:9 (NIV) 



 
C. Later Paul knowingly walked toward _____________________ 

 
22 “…now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that 
in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.                          Acts 20:22-23 (NIV) 

 
5. PAUL’S ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE 
 
“…I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”                                                         Acts 20:24 (NIV) 
 
“…we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.”           2 Corinthians 4:18 (NIV) 
 

A. Paul’s aim (and ours): 
a. Finish the race  
b. Complete the task the Lord Jesus has given us 

 
6. PAUL’S CHALLENGE 
 

A. Watch out for your own ______________________________ 
 

B. Ministering to others involves _________________________ 
 

C. Beware of those who ________________________________ 
 
“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all 
those who are sanctified.”                      

 Acts 20:32 (NIV) 
 
 
 

Some Suggested Applications 
  

Please take the time to read and reflect on Acts 20:16-36. As you do, write out some of the things that impacted you regarding: 
 

• Paul’s Approach to Ministry 
 
 

• Paul’s Personal Testimony 
 
 

• Paul’s Heart toward Those He Served 
 
 

• Paul’s Endurance in the Face of Hardship 
 
 

• Paul’s Eternal Perspective 
 
 

• Paul’s Challenge to Those He Discipled 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Daily Meditations 
  
Memory Verse: 
“…I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”                                                         Acts 20:24 (NIV) 
  
Monday  
“You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other 
trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.”                                                                2 Timothy 2:2 (NLT) 
 
 

• Whom am I personally investing in for eternity? 
• Are there others around me that God may want me to invest in as well? 

 
  

Tuesday 
“You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day…” 

Acts 20:18 (NIV) 
  

• Are there people around me who are likely watching the way I live my life? 
• What are they seeing in my life, and what effect is it likely having on them? 

 
  

 
Wednesday 
“…when you have done everything you were told to do, [you] should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our 
duty.”                              Luke 17:10 (NIV) 
  

• Do I consider it a privilege to be a servant to people around me? 
• Do I sometimes feel like I don’t get the recognition I deserve? 
• When my earthly accolades vanish, what are the main things in my life that will likely cause my Lord to say, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant’? 
 
Thursday 
22 “…compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city 
the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.                                                               Acts 20:22-23 (NIV) 
 

• Can I identify specific ways that trials and hardships in my own life have:  
o Strengthened my faith? 
o Protected me from the dangerous pride in my heart? 
o Proved the purity of my motives to others? 

 
“One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent.’ ”                                                                                  
Acts 18:9 (NIV) 
 

• Does the fear of consequences sometimes cause me to shy away from speaking the truth in love? If so, in what 
instances? 

  
Friday 
“…we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.”                              2 Corinthians 4:18 (NIV) 
 

• What does it mean for me personally to “finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me”? 
  
Saturday 
“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified.”            Acts 20:32 (NIV) 
 

• What am I doing in my daily life to purposefully keep watch over my own spiritual condition? 
• Are others leaning on me and depending on me spiritually? 
• How am I grooming them so that others can lean on them more than they are leaning on me? 


